Abramson (HB 449) Act No. 188

Existing law generally requires meetings of public bodies to be open to the public but
providesexceptions. Oneexceptioninvolvesdiscussion of aperson'scharacter, professional
competence, or physical or mental health, which existing law authorizes public bodies to
hold in executive session provided that noticeis given to the person and that the person may
require such discussion to be held in an open meeting.

New law specifies that a discussion of the awarding of a public contract is aso not covered
by the exception relative to discussions of aperson's character, professional competence or
physical or mental health. Provides however that new law does not apply to discussions
conducted pursuant to existing law allowing for the letting of certain public contractsviaa
competitive request for proposals process.

Effective August 15, 2011.

(AmendsR.S. 42:17(A)(1))



